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The trends in traded large-diameter raw wood at the RoundWood Market Center
— A case study on Tama Roundwood Market Center in Tokyo —
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Abstract: In this study, we aimed to analyze the market trend in raw wood with a focus on large-diameter raw wood using detailed
trading data from the roundwood market. The target location was Tama Roundwood Market Center in Hinode-cho, Nishitama-gun,
Tokyo. We analyzed detailed data from the fiscal year (FY) 2006 to FY2018. We classified the traded raw wood according to species,
length, and diameter from the detailed data. We then calculated the handling volume and average price of each classified raw wood.
Results showed that the handling volume of large-diameter raw wood for sugi (Cryptomeria japonica) increased, whereas that of
large-diameter raw wood for hinoki (Chamaecyparis obtusa) did not significantly increase. Regarding the average price, large-
diameter raw wood for both sugi and hinoki was not cheaper than other diameter classes. In addition, there has been no change in
the number of businesses that shipped or purchased large-diameter raw wood since FY2006. Therefore, this is possibly because of
the match between supply and demand of large-diameter raw wood in the Tama area and its surrounding areas.
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Table 1 Classified raw wood by diameter class and length
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Fig.1 Handling volume of each diameter class by Sugi at Tama Roundwood Market Center
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Fig.2 Average price of each diameter class by Sugi at Tama Roundwood Market Center
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Fig.3 Handling volume of each diameter class by Hinoki at Tama Roundwood Market Center
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Fig.4 Average price of each diameter class by Hinoki at Tama Roundwood Market Center
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Fig.5 Number of businesses that Shipped and purchased large-diameter raw wood at Tama Roundwood Market Center



