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Current status of joint-ownership registered forests originated from common forests
Utako YAMASHITA

Faculty of Regional Environment Science, Tokyo University of Agriculture

Abstract: Joint-ownership registered forests that originated from common forests are widely found in Japan; however, rights related
to these forests are complex. This study examines ways in which the joint-ownership registrations were established and policies and
legal systems that could aid in simplifying these registration processes. Further, demarcation of national and nonnational forests, the
great Meiji mergers, the programs implemented to unify common forests into municipal forests, the great Showa mergers, and the
acts on temporary measures for national forest were the reasons that led to joint-ownership registrations. In addition, the major ways
in which the legal systems could assist in simplifying the registration processes of forests include implementation of the programs
that promote modernization of common forests and programs that promote authorized neighborhood associations. However, if the
involved stakeholders are unable to select any of the abovementioned programs, other alternatives could be either to establish a
general incorporated association or to delegate some representatives to perform the related activities.
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Fig. Changes of the registration of the common forests in case study
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