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Life of Yohei Hirose and the Trends in the Wooden Charcoal Commerce Industry in Japan
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Abstract: This study follows the life of Yohei Hirose, who contributed to the Japanese modern wooden charcoal business, in relation

to charcoal commercial organizations. In 1912, he started his career as a charcoal wholesaler in Tokyo City run by Yohei Hirose the

late head of the shop and became his adopted child. In 1917 he took over the management of his store, and in 1926 he succeeded

the name of Yohei. Since his appointment as a general manager of the Tokyo Firewood and Charcoal Wholesaler Association in

1931, his activities expanded into social matters. In 1947 he was elected to the House of Councilors and became active in the political

sector. After retiring from the politics in 1953, he served as a consultant in the fuel commerce related organizations such as the Tokyo

Fuel Credit Cooperative.
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