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Production of Aizu Kiri (Paulownia) wood in Mishima Town, Fukushima Prefecture
Wataru TANAKA! , Norihiro TESHIROGI?

Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute 1
Fukushima Prefectural Forestry Research Centre 2

Abstract: Paulownia wood, produced in Aizu district, Fukushima Prefecture (Aizu Kiri), has been used as a raw material for
building cabinets, geta (wooden clogs), and so on for a long time. However, the increase of imported Paulownia wood has lowered
the demand for the wood from Aizu Kiri and its production volumes. This study focused on clarifying the present situation of Aizu
Kiri production and promotion in Mishima Town, which were the main Aizu Kiri production areas. This was achieved through
interviews with the Mishima Town Office, log producers, distributers, and processors. In 2017, the government of Mishima Town
produced and planted 400 Paulownia nursery trees on a leased land under direct management. Additionally, the government
distributed nursery trees to people who wished to plant them. Log producers purchased the stumpage from owners after price
negotiations and sold them to consumers after cutting. In recent years, half of Paulownia wood produced in Mishima Town was sold
to processing plants in the town, and half was sold to consumers in Tokyo’s metropolitan area. Decrease in the number of matured
trees worried the log producers. Meanwhile, successors of Paulownia planters were trained through a seminar.
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Fig.1 Change in production volume of Paulownia wood
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Table.1 Situation of Paulownia wood planted by
Mshima Town office
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Fig.2 Change in purchase volume of Paulownia wood
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