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Current status of the “SAMMU KI NO EKI” project in Sammu, Chiba
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Abstract: There is a need to establish a system to use, and improve the quality of currently unused wood biomass. Sammu city,
Japan is implementing the “SUMMU KI NO EKI project” to sell wood thinnings gathered in KI NO EKI. We conducted an
interview survey to determine the current status of the KI NO EKI project. The targets of the investigation were wood carriers (n =
28) and traders who purchased the wood (n = 2). We found that 93% of the wood brought in was thinned wood, and 99% of this
thinned wood was brought in within 3 months. The wood carrier was the sole person who had felled the wood in 74% of cases; in
59% of cases other labor had been used. Wood carriers experienced difficulties such as unimproved logging operations, long
distances over which they had to carry the wood, and a lack of labor. The reason given most commonly by carriers for felling the
trees (38%) was “Because | want to clear the mountainside.” The most common reason given by traders for purchasing the wood
was “Because | can get the amount of materials | need easily.” In conclusion, we think that, to promote this project, maintenance
of operations and dissemination of technology to reduce labor requirements and enable simple wood carrying and stowage are
important.

Keywords: Forest remnants, KI NO EKI project, Woody biomass
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Fig. 1 Lumber storage as part of the SUMMU KI NO EKI project
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Fig. 3 Number of days from felling to import
The percentage which is occupied in the
weight of the wood carried in
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X—2. CROBRY ~OABHRAIRGL
Fig. 2 Status of wood importation under the SUMMU KI NO
EKI project
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Fig. 4 Numbers of people engaged in felling trees
Numbers of individuals and groups engaged in
wood carrying
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Fig. 5 The kind of carrying in woods
The percentage which is occupied in the weight

of the wood carried in
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Fig. 7 Loading method
The percentage which is occupied in the weight of
the wood carried in
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Fig. 9 Number of times the SUMMU K1 NO EKI has been used
The occupied percentage of the number of individuals
who carried it in and the number of groups

#£—1.

AN
oEHRE

r IV
BBV TF

X—6.
Fig. 6 Timber collecting method

The percentage which is occupied in the weight
of the wood carried in
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Fig. 8 Weight of wood carried in by one person in 1 day
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Total numbers of individuals and groups carrying the

wood as a percentage of the total numbers involved
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Fig. 10 Reasons stated for using SUMMU KI NO EKI
Percentage of individuals and groups carrying wood
(More than one answer allowed)
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Table 1 When carrying a wood in, what is it to devise it and to be in trouble
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