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Examination of significance of exchange among forest and forestry educational organizations including
vocational high schools, universities, colleges and technical schools through a meeting held at the Japan
Conference of Forests and Forestry Education in High Schools
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Abstract: Although a small proportion of graduates from vocational high schools go to higher-level educational organizations,
exchange between high schools and different educational organizations is important to improve training for specialists in the forest
and forestry field. We held meeting to promote interaction among them. In this study, we examine the significance of this exchange.
This meeting was part of the “Japan Conference of Forests and Forestry Education in High Schools” held in Kyoto on July 28th and
29th in 2015. There were 48 participants; 26 teachers from 12 high schools, 12 from 7 universities and colleges and 2 technical
schools, and others. The meeting consisted of a panel discussion introducing forestry education at each schools (95 minutes), and
lectures (80 minutes). We conducted a questionnaire of high school teachers. The number of answers was 11. We found that not
many students of such high schools enter higher-level schools; some graduates from 3 schools enter every year, no one from 4
schools for 10 years, and others go sometimes. Many participants evaluated the exchange highly; the value was 4.3 and 3.9 out of 5
grade marks. They wrote the significance of the exchange in a section of the questionnaire for free description. Participants
responded that they gained useful new information about forestry education, and that it was a great help in academic and career
counselling. Discussing current problems in such an exchange is important for improved understanding of forest and forestry
education.
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