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Sorting of hardwood logs for lumbers by wood chip producers
-Case study of Chugoku, Shikoku and Kyushu district-
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Abstract: Domestic production of hardwood logs for lumbers, which are used for manufacturing furniture or interiors, has been
developed at Hokkaido and Tohoku areas. While a small amount of that production has been conducted in other areas, the actual
process has not been obvious. In this study, we reveal the actual process of the production of hardwood logs for lumbers in the
western part of Japan through an oral survey of wood chip producers. The wood chip producers cut hardwood forest to mainly
produce chips and sold hardwood logs for lumbers after sorting logs with a diameter of >20 cm. They sorted the lumbers at the
harvesting site in many cases and the ratio of hardwood logs for lumbers was approximately 1%-10% of the total volume. Although
they produced logs mainly from Castanopsis or Cerasus jamasakura, a wide range of other species was also used. Therefore, it was
difficult to meet the big demand for any specific tree species. Because wood chip producers produced hardwood logs for lumbers a
by-product, their motivation to increase the volume of the logs was not strong. Considering the degradation of production condition,
it is hard to increase the volume of hardwood logs for lumbers in the study areas.
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Fig.1 Distribution of forest resources via wood tip
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Table 1 Volume of logs production
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Table 2 Sorting of hardwood logs for lumbers
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Table 3 Sale of hardwood logs for lumbers
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Table 4 Outlook for the future
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