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Development of forest management plans by private logging companies
-Case study of Shiso city, Hyogo Prefecture-
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Abstract: Via the forest management plan system started in 2012, logging by trustees of forest management, such as forestry
owners' cooperatives and private logging companies, has proceeded nationwide. In this study, I conducted an interview survey of
three private logging companies that developed forest management plans in Shiso City, Hyogo Prefecture. The objectives of this
study were 1) identifying how the logging companies dealt with the change of planning system and prospective management of
their companies and forests in each region and 2) summarizing the issues emerging from that situation. Three companies
developed location-based forest management plans and the two of three were given management in trust by small scale forest
owners. Planners employed by the two companies received a training course for “Forest Management Planners” and started to
develop plans for forest areas where they already had some contacts. Planners were able to smoothly develop forest management
plans under these conditions. A new scheme that revises the area requirement has been added to the forest management plan
system in 2014. They judged that the new scheme reduces the difficulty of planning and increases their capability. However, they
pointed out that the new scheme makes it more difficult to uniformly manage forests.
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Table 1 Development of forest management plans in Shiso-city
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Table 2 Judgement for forest management plans by enterprises
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