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Trees in elementary schools, and schools as places of forest environmental education
- Case study of Fujisawa in Kanagawa Prefecture -
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Abstract: Forests are rare in urban areas around elementary schools, and children are increasingly playing indoors rather than
outdoors. The elementary school environment is important as children spend a long time in these places of learning. The present
study was focused on the tree species found within elementary schools. Its purpose is to clarify the current status of tree species
found in school environments, and to examine the possibility of forest environmental education in elementary schools. Thirty-five
municipal elementary schools in the Fujisawa municipal area were surveyed to identify the tree species present. Similar surveys
were carried out in 2005, and this re-survey, undertaken in 2013, is based on the earlier surveys. In the current survey, two tree
species were found in all the elementary schools: the evergreen Rhododendron pulchrum and the deciduous Cerasus yedoensis. In
addition, over 80% of schools (at least 28) had Pinus thunbergii, Rhododendron indicum, Lithocarpus edulis, Myrica rubra,
Hydrangea macrophylla, Ginkgo biloba, and Morus australis. For many of the schools surveyed, there were also tree species in
local parks and the surrounding streets. Interestingly, there were no instances of Cryptomeria japonica or Chamaecyparis obtusa,
both typical Japanese woodland trees. Although the direct connection between elementary education and forests and forestry is
difficult to establish, we conclude that schools are possible places for the introduction of forest environmental education, for
instance through familiarizing pupils to growing trees.

Keywords: forest environmental education, elementary school, tree species, Fujisawa

I 1IC®»IT
TR, BRx et 51 e b S IHMA, M, KAz

mEh (5, 6, 9), FMBEELHINDIZ L bbb,
Fio, ERICE ST, HRETIHHBHMRE S

T HHEDOLEEN BTSN (14), FFHEEREE ~
DBELPEE>TND, BARBHRESFEIZBOTHERM
RERHE BT 5 ORENLEN D L TIZR> T
D, LA L, FMBREHE LV SEIT, BEx RN

NTWzn, REWVIGEVWRRON, TOERITIEE-
TV, AIFETIE, FHRREREEE TBIASHMNIZ
Lz &T, ARfEEHMHEOBbL VIO TEL
ERoTH DI o022 0, fRichizoTER

(20154E1 H29H = 3)



DOMELEZ ZEDTH L HIEE (13) L95,

HEFITIE, BHEBREEE CORBRLSME BEHR L7234
HOFBEZHEEL TS (D), UL, EBHE/INERE
ZFEMITD 72 <, BURAEE TIX B BAEIR O 720> TR
LoD, AMOFIAL SIS B RBRSE O
SRV Teofe ) LTHBER (10) 12z, WED
TEOCEHLRAPELZ TETCND (7)), DL 5729, &
REEIE T D/NVERITIREIC L » THITRBETH Y,
ZODHFDO—2L LTEETHD, ZNETOMHLD
BF9E (12) 128\ Th, FEREREE (FRlS, /IVERIRA,
Mg DAE, 22, TLE) NEEORAKREZMS & o0
FERoTNWB EDHRENRDH D, LL, INERORH
EHRMBRHEEOL L LU THRA TGS, /N OMETE
NED LTI TWNBDDELGHT LTS T2, /b
RN CET 2FMEBRHEE T 7 7T L a5z
DI, BAROBEEZITETILERS D,

LT, AFEOBENE, WEIZE > THERRET
D/ ORFEIZEER L, BNORBTEOILREZH S
T B ET, INERNTORNKBESE O
a9 52 L ThD, AERORETRIL, E)I|EHE
IRTCH ATV 35 E L, BRNIZH D EFED[FE
1To77,

I FAEas
PR IRBRRT L, ROHPREMICMEL TV D, B
TG 50 F B EWHMEICH D, $RER EDZSRDE
WCEENTEY, MEEICE L7 BoMEER &
ST EHEVIRROBE, R, EEM, BRERERLE
Lz TE0mERT & LTRELEZADK 42 5 ADHE
MThs (2, 3), EFERELO LX) EETHRL, #
HTHRL, TOMER-ZL S REFHTH D, TOME
IRTEICIE, 2014 4E 9 AHLE, 35 DT/ NEERH D, &
FFEDOTRAERGUT, WRNRBRRT A O/ NFERL 35
BORHIZH HBARTH 2,

R

m ik

FRIEVEIE, 2005 FEEEIZAT OV R T S/ NERHETA
FEFER (8) LHBRTMHEEZESIC X 21KE - LD
BX, BRREZREL T, BEZRE, BRoH D
e ERERICFE Lz, RESSBAD ZZE T 51T
WABATIZOWTIE, EEOERAFETIRED B Ifith
DRI T L, RS BRI LT,

Bt e LBl BEORREZEET 5720 ThH
D, BIEDD 8 FEHEIE L TRHITEN L b o TV 5 REME
MEBEZONIENLTHD, Fiz, BARLGNERS LT
HEAOFEER, RESEAICEELEZEFE I 52T
KR ENTWAPEHETHE L,

IV #EREEBE

FEORE, KbZ  OBTFEN R TE Iz/NER T 61
TE, JLDRVINER TN TH Y, oG bR
30 FELL EORTEEMERR T D LN TEZ, 1RHZVD
THBERIT R ETH o (M—1), 35 WO/ EREE
FETOBTESIL 173 BEHEE T2 LT,

1. /N TR LI

L O/NERTHRBLTAS Z LN TE ML E
—1ZF L, ETONERTRONT=DIL, FikE
De T RYYVLEEBDY AL I ) Thol-, 77,
8EILLE 28 KLLLE) D/INER TR BN ffEIL Y~
T, TVVA, AFav, <=7 VA, ¥UR F<E
B, 7avYVOTETHT, TOMD 18 WL E (¥
Ub) O/NERTRS ZENTEBENELL b, E°
HIEZR P CUERR L SH720, ARSPEHKE ST
I ABNABRENEZ N EBA LN RS, FD—
7T, BROMETREN BB THLAFIL2HKE, &
JRIFARTRONZZET TH S,

%< D/INFERTRONTBEDL, FRAEERUSINTS &
CARBNHLARTWE WS TN H A 720, HifEsL
RENTNOBEOEEERCHROREEZFESZ LT, &V

B/ NER DORTER

Fig. 1 Species number of each elementary school
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elementary schools (18 or more schools)
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Table 2 Changes in species number of each elementary school
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