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Abstract: National Trust (NT) movement has been performed all over Japan against decrease of urban and rural open spaces.
In urban area where land prices and taxes are expensive, the NTs sponsored by prefectural governments (NTSPs) are expected
to work for funding and/or contribution for reduction and exemption from taxes. Three NTSPs were investigated and present
situation of NTSPs was clarified comparatively. NTSP is very unique to Japan because it was born from compromise between
local government and residents' movement. Two types of organization were identified, in which NTSP could work adaptively
to its own objectives and compensate its weak points. The following three points were withdrawn from comparing the three
cases. Firstly, collaboration with local residents and municipalities were very crucial for achieving conservation and
management of open spaces. Secondly, fundraising campaign, public events and recruiting volunteers were key tools to
involve residents in environmental education effectively. Thirdly, on the other hand, it was recognized that as the financial
deficit of Prefectural governments was becoming very serious, independent sources of finance were needed for sustainable
management of NTSPs.

Keywords : National Trust, wooded area preservation activities, collaboration.
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Fig.1 Organization form of NT sponsored by Saitama and Kanagawa
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Table.] Number and Area preserved by NTSPs
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