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Abstract : Topographic maps, aerial photographs, and satellite images have been used to map land cover and are useful
means of reconstructing the past landscape in chronological land-use studies. However, these data, apart from topographical
maps, are generally unavailable, particularly during pre-war periods. Conversely, both natural and socio-economic
forest-related data has been periodically recorded for nearly a century in national forest management plans (NFMP) in Japan.
The objective of this study is to examine the use of NFMP in historical landscape research, particularly during the pre-war
period. We analyzed the description of NFMP and ancillary National Forest type maps to estimate past forest cover
distribution, which was further compared with another forest cover map estimated from topographic maps published in a
similar year. Consequently, descriptions of forest age, type, and management methods, partly with spatial distribution, can
be obtained from NFMP and ancillary maps, none of which were available in past topographic maps. Such information,
alongside other descriptions of species and vegetation in NFMP, is useful to estimate past forest conditions in detail.
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Table 1. Comparison of forest management methods between 1921 (T'9) and 1931 (S6)
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Fig.1 Forest landscape in the early Showa period (a) Forest cover map reconstructed from past topographic

maps (1931(56)~1933(S 8)) (b) Forest cover map reconstructed from National Forest type map (1931(S6))
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