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Abstract: Now in Japan, number of the high-grade casting firewood stove user is increasing whereas the
steel-sheet firewood stove, manufactured by sheet metal workers or metalworking factories once widely used
in cold district such as Hokkaido and Tohoku region, is hardly found in our daily life. However, a certain
number of the steel-sheet firewood stove is still used in Japan. It is not clarified in detail when the
steel-sheet firewood stoves were first manufactured, how they became popular, and until when they were
used in our livelihood. From the research of references and interviews mainly to the stove makers this report
shows 1) the first boom of steel-sheet firewood stove in Hokkaido from late Meiji to early Taisho era, 2)
reason why the steel-sheet firewood stove was turned over by the coal stove, 3) the second boom of the
steel-sheet firewood stove caused by appearance of the propane gas from Showa 30s to 40s in mountain
villages all over the country and 4) the decline of the steel-sheet firewood stove caused by appearance of the
kerosene stove.
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Table-1. Comparison of efficiency of the heating systems
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