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Abstract : The people who live at the edge of the national forest in these communities have formed a cooperative where
they are working together to turn their area into a major shiitake mushroom production area and are establishing
profit-sharing reforestation within the national forest to maintain a supply of the bedlog necessary for shiitake mushroom
production. After the Meiji Restoration of 1868, the forests in this area that were used as sources of materials of a compos
and the feed for livestock, and wood and fuel by the people in the Edo period, were taken in in the national forest and have
come to be used for producing timber for building materials and other uses by the Forestry Agency. But, work has started
on community development in which the forest is jointly managed and utilized as a place for ensuring a supply of bed-logs
necessary for growing the shiitake mushrooms so that the forest can once again play a role in supporting the lives of the
people, there. Such efforts can help to achieve the "endogenous development" of mountain villages. In other words, this
movement is an approach aimed at the "restoration of the common property", through which participants try to jointly
exploit "iriai forests" which were once used as "common property" that supplied them with resources necessary for
producing shiitake mushrooms.
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"The Commons" play an important role in the "endogenous development" of a mountain village - A case study of

Tsukimousi-machi district of Tono City in Iwate prefecture -
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Fig.1. Organization of Iriai forest management
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Table1. Relation between households in mountain communities
in Tono city and Kokuseikyo membership
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Fig3. The number for every move experience
of the mountain colony residents
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Fig4. Trend of the forest area contracted to produce
wood for cultivating shiitake mushrooms
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Figh Structure of “endogenous development” and “the local commons”



