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Abstract : Root distribution investigation and root pull-out experiment for Cryptomeria japonica were per-
formed to clarify differences of function to prevent shallow landslide between lateral roots and tap roots. What
a lot of lateral roots grow in a top soil layer and a trunk to 3.0m distance in radius was shown by the root distri-
bution investigation, and it was estimated that they have great influences to the function of preventing shallow
landslide. An aim of the root pull-out experiment was to clarify a difference of displacement of lateral and tap
roots at which the maximum pull-out resistance was shown. As a result of experiments, the displacement be-
fore maximum pull-out resistance appearing was not able to find a difference with a lateral and tap root. In
other words, lateral and tap roots do not have a distinguished function for preventing shallow landslide.
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