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Forest education and extra-curricular activities regarding timber education “Mokuiku” conducted by a
local government: teacher training for school education support by collaboration among the public
sector, the private sector, and research organizations in Tokyo
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Abstract: In the forestry business field, the promotion of timber education named “Mokuiku” has attracted attention of forester to
improve general understanding of forests and forestry. School education is a suitable venue for it, but up to now cooperation between
forestry and educational administrations has not been sufficient. Therefore, it has not been easy to provide forestry administration
with effective educational support. The Forestry Section of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government has conducted teacher training for
forestry education since 1995. In 2014, a new topic to promote Mokuiku started based on in the “Forestation and Forest Utilization
Promotion Plan” formulated by the Tokyo Met. Gov. In this research, we analyzed changes influenced by Mokuiku of educational
support that have been provided by the Forestry Section in Tokyo Met. Gov. since 2013, through a fact-finding survey and
participatory fieldwork. As a result, several new activities have started, which include supporting making playground equipment for
early childhood education facilities using wood, opening websites providing educational contents related to forestry and wood
utilization, holding wood working competitions for elementary schools, and conducting guided tours to experience practical
Mokuiku. New programs regarding teacher training include experiencing woodworking and visiting timber markets and sawmills.
The improvements was brought about by the public sector based on the plan or participants opinions, and coordinators from the
private sector engaged in particular jobs for effectively promoting school education. To more effectively conduct teacher training, it
is necessary to keep, improve, and assess this training.

Keywords: forest education, forestry education, teacher training, thinning, woodworking
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Table 1 Outlines of the teacher training for forestry education

in Tokyo
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Table 2 Contents of the teacher training for forestry education in Tokyo
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